
Two council members dropped from portion of suit against city  

Suit still claims open meetings, record violations  

By Jennifer Rios Staff Writer 

Ward 1 Councilwoman Elizabeth Law-Evans and Ward 3 Councilman Sam Taylor have been 

dropped as defendants in a lawsuit filed by The Broomfield Way, a community group seeking 

transparency in government. The balance of the lawsuit against the City and County of 

Broomfield still is moving for ward. 

David Milender, one of the attorneys representing The Broomfield Way, filed a proposed order 

Tuesday to dismiss Law-Evans and Taylor from the pending lawsuit. 

Milender said the portion of the lawsuit about a conflict of interest involving Law-Evans and 

Taylor still stands, but they were dropped as defendants to streamline the court process. 

The group cites a conflict of interest for Law-Evans and Taylor, potential open meetings 

violations, issues with record-retention on council member’s private email accounts and phones, 

and they allege an open records request violation. 

Both were council members at the Oct. 24 meeting a new operator agreement with Extraction Oil 

and Gas, Inc., was passed 6-to-4 with Law-Evans and Taylor voting for the agreement. Milender 

said it’s probable the two will still be subpoenaed in the case to testify as witnesses. 

On Nov. 7, District Judge Michael Goodbee denied a request for a temporary restraining order 

made by The Broomfield Way by finding the plaintiffs did not demonstrate a “strong and 

specific” showing of immediate (within the next 14 days) and irreparable harm. 

At a court appearance Nov. 3, city officials indicated that no oil and gas issues were on the 

agenda for the Nov. 14 meeting. Goodbee also determined the plaintiffs did not establish any 

other action that was “on the point of happening” that was more than speculation. 

A temporary restraining order could still be revisited in the future, Milender said. 

“Say someone from Extraction starts clearing pad sites on open space,” Milender said. “I think 

that would constitute an immediate and irreparable injury. Before that happened, we can go 

before court.” 

The lawsuit, filed Oct. 24 with the 17th Judicial Court, also alleges violations concerning Open 

Meeting Law; failure to comply with the Colorado Open 

Records Act (CORA); ethics violation and failure to recuse; and spoliation of evidence. 

Broomfield attorneys are expected to file a motion to dismiss the case in the near futur e. 



“I am really looking forward to serving my community another four years, and I am pleased that 

the lawsuit has been dismissed,” Law-Evans said Thursday. 

She won re-election in her ward in the Nov. 7 election. Taylor is term limited and will be 

replaced by Deven Shaf f. 

On Oct. 4, The Broomfield Way requested emails and texts sent among council members for 

certain hours and on specific dates in September that coincided with public meetings or study 

seswhere sions. They also asked for emails and texts — sent or received — between council and 

people associated with the Front Range Energy Alliance, the Colorado Oil and Gas Association, 

Extraction Oil and Gas, Inc., 8 North, LLC, Tom Cave, Sue Saad, Karen Nelson and Brian Cain. 

Cain works for Extraction. Those requests include messages sent between Sept. 1 through Oct. 5 

and include messages on personal devices. 

An emergency injunction was filed Oct. 24 so the matter could be heard by the court before the 

city council meeting where council voted to accept an operator agreement with Extraction. 

However, no judge was available for the emergency hearing. 

Residents who filed the suit believed that Law-Evans and Taylor should have recused themselves 

from the vote. However, City and County William Tuthill advised the two at the meeting that he 

saw no conflict of interest and the vote went thr ough. 

Taylor, whose last meeting as Ward 3 councilman is Nov. 28, said he is relieved that the 

dismissal was done before his term ends. 

“It is a relief even though they were never asking for anything from me,” Taylor said. 

People involved in the lawsuit believe Law-Evans — a real estate agent — used her position on 

council to move proposed wells farther away from properties she represented near 160th Avenue 

and Huron Street. 

Law-Evans said that at one point, Law and Evans Associates, Inc. was co-lister on some 

properties in the area, 
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but after consulting Tuthill, she and her husband made the decision to withdraw from those 

listings. 

“Any marketing or other materials that show LEA in any way associated with these properties is 

outdated,” she said in an email. “Please note that the decision was made to walk away from these 

business situations in order that I might serve my community better. A significant amount of 

money was spent in pursing these business situations. The decision was made to not only walk 

away from a job that could have put food on my family’s table, but to walk away from the 

expenses already incurred.” 

It is unclear when she divested those interests. 

Taylor was listed in the lawsuit because he is “wearing two hats.” He is interim head of the 

Broomfield Chamber of Commerce, and Extraction is a member of the chamber. 

As president and CEO, Taylor has to promote Extraction’s business interests, Milender said, 

which he cannot do if he is also representing residents interests as a councilman. 

Katherine Merlin and Milender are handling the suit for plaintiffs, which include Madhav 

Narayan, Lanae Davis, Jodi Behrens-Stark, Christopher Cleary and Suzanne Kent. 

The Broomfield Way began as a small community group with members who wanted more 

information and seek transparency in local government. The group says its overarching mission 

is to seek accountability and responsiveness and know what’s going on in local government. 

The next status conference is scheduled for 9 a.m. Dec. 7. Jennifer Rios: 303-473-1361, 

riosj@br oomfieldenterprise. com or Twitter.com/Jennifer_ Rios 
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