
August 13, 2018 

City and County of Broomfield 

One DesCombes Drive 

Broomfield, CO 80023 

Re: Request to Reject the CDP 

 

Dear Mayor Ahrens, Council Members, City Manager Ozaki, and Staff: 

As you know, we the undersigned groups have been  highly involved in tracking the City’s process in dealing 

with the proposed unprecedented multi-well oil and gas operations that threaten our neighborhoods, open 

space, and reservoirs (existing and planned). We continue to advocate for the intention of Charter 

Amendment 301 to assure no adverse impacts as we also appreciate the efforts of staff in that regard. It is 

important that the City continue this as a public process. 

City Manager Ozaki has proposed conditionally approving the CDP pending Extraction’s fulfillment of 

certain conditions. Over the last eight months, Extraction’s responses to the City’s comments on their CDP 

have never adequately addressed the shortfalls, and they have rejected many reasonable requests to assure 

health and safety. Even their response to the City’s most recent letter of July 6, 2018 does not meet the 

requirements of the Operator Agreement (MOU). Since Extraction has now withdrawn their Plan, and since 

the latest submitted CDP does not comply with the requirements of the Agreement including Exhibit B, we 

urge the City Manager to fulfill any obligation to act on the CDP by rejecting it in accordance with Operator 

Agreement Item 12 and Municipal Code 17-54. 

At this point in the process, we are aware of several major issues that still need to be addressed before the 

CDP can be approved. A brief but incomplete list includes: 

1) Risk Management Plan. This must include identification of all potential risks, assessment of those 

risks through the required risk analysis, and must be done prior to CDP approval, not at a later date. 

Information from the risk analysis is needed up front to inform development of other aspects of the 

drilling plan. For instance: any non-negligible risks must be avoided or mitigated prior to permit 

approval; the risk analysis may influence, and lead to changes in, other aspects of the CDP.  

Risk Analysis goes right to the heart of protecting health, safety, welfare and the environment. It is 

crucial that this be done well, and be done in time to be integrated into the full plan.  

2) Insufficient electrical capacity to operate two drill rigs concurrently even though the schedule shows 

simultaneous drilling operations. This has the potential to extend the overall project schedule in 

violation of the MOU. 

3) The CDP Wetlands Protection Plan is incomplete and inaccurate, and the Operator has already taken 

action in violation of the Operator Agreement. Extraction’s Wildlife study prepared by APEX states 

in several places that there are no threatened species in the area. The City informed Extraction that 

this was not the case due to the presence of Burrowing Owls. However, Extraction’s Wetlands 

Protection Plan was never revised. Additionally, this information is required in the 2 and 2A 

applications; Colorado Parks and Wildlife should have been notified; and the affected areas should 

have been clearly marked in the field. 

Despite being aware of the presence of a threatened species, Extraction has proceeded with 

preparatory site work. On about August 6, 2018, an Extraction employee or contractor likely 

destroyed a habitat area and may have killed Burrowing Owls. This is clearly a serious breach of the 

agreement, damage has been done in possible violation of State and Federal law, and there have been 

no repercussions to date. 

 



4) Inadequate response to issues raised by Ms. Yellico’s letter of 7/6/18. 

5) Additional items in the CDP that do not comply with the Operator Agreement. Community members 

are reviewing the CDP and will give additional input on gaps and shortcomings. 

Given that Extraction has breached their contract with the City, as described in CCOB’s 6/29/2018 letter, and 

has threatened lawsuits against the City, we urge you to stay strong in protecting us. Breaches and other 

problems we are aware of include: Extraction submitting COGCC permit applications before the CDP is 

compliant with requirements set forth in the Operator Agreement including Exhibit B; not following the state 

rules and local agreement in terms of notice to mineral owners regarding forced pooling; concern about 

Extraction’s financial solvency and ability to follow through with all of the requirements of the Agreement; 

withdrawing the latest CDP rather than continuing to fulfill their obligations under the Operator Agreement 

and do all they can to assure protection of public health, safety, welfare, and the environment and wildlife 

resources. Extraction also states in the CDP Risk Management Plan, “Extraction has never experienced a 

spill or incident of any kind that left our pad location.” This statement is directly contradicted by COGCC 

records. 

Extraction currently has multiple notices of alleged violation, several of which remain open, listed on the 

COGCC website. These notices include failure to perform bradenhead tests, storm water runoff violations, 

and traffic violations. Furthermore, they are under investigation for flaring approximately 110,000,000 cubic 

feet of natural gas without a permit. 

Extraction remains in breach of the Operator Agreement, the CDP still falls short of Agreement 

requirements, and Extraction is already ignoring Operator Agreement requirements resulting in damage to 

the environment as they begin work. We strongly urge City Manager Ozaki to reject Extraction’s proposed 

Comprehensive Drilling Plan. 

Sincerely, 

 LOGIC - League of Oil and Gas Impacted 

Coloradans 

 Broomfield Moms Active Community 

 One Broomfield Indivisible 

 BCCN - Broomfield Concerned a Coalition of 

Neighborhoods  

 WOGc - Wildgrass Oil and Gas Committee 

 

 301 Health and Safety First  

 ACCDAN - Adams County Communities for 

Drilling Accountability Now 

 FRRESH - Front Range Residents for Environment, 

Safety, and Health  

 BCAW - Broomfield Clean Air and Water 

 AROGEG - Anthem Ranch Oil and Gas Education 

Group

 

 

 

 

 

 


