
City and County of Broomfield 
One Descombes Drive 
Broomfield, CO 80023 
 

August 21, 2018 
 

Dear Mr. Ozaki, Mayor Ahrens, Council members, and Staff: 

When we learned of the City and County of Broomfield’s (“CCOB”) decision to approve 
Extraction’s CDP, we were extremely disappointed that the substantive efforts of countless 
residents and groups were dismissed or only partially addressed. Long hours of research, 
analysis, documentation, and presentations were submitted to support CCOB’s long-touted 
efforts to protect the environment and the health and safety of residents when permitting 
residential oil and gas development. Yet, idle industry threats have outweighed these concerns 
despite the language and mandates of the Operator Agreement, City Charter and updated 
Comprehensive Plan.  

The Operator Agreement is a heavily negotiated document, based largely on months of citizen 
research by the Oil and Gas Comprehensive Plan Update Committee. It was meant to protect 
the environment and residents’ health and safety as best as possible. Many residents felt the 
OA itself fell short, and now the City has allowed a CDP that does not even comply with the OA.  

We were heartened when CCOB’s new city attorney initially pushed back against Extraction’s 
idle threats to sue if CCOB did not approve the non-compliant CDP. We are now frustrated and 
confused by the decision to back down, refuse to enforce CCOB’s contractual rights, and reward 
Extraction for its breach of contract and failure to keep its word.   

This is all most distressing given that Extraction’s current economic status and safety record, 
including fires, explosions, leaks, and its blatant disregard of our local burrowing owl habitat. 
This does not bode well in terms of Extraction following the Operator Agreement and CDP, and 
calls into question CCOB’s ability to adequately monitor and enforce this large-scale and 
complex industrial project that is now set to affect multiple CCOB neighborhoods.  

We hope that you will join us in honestly examining how CCOB will defend its vulnerable 
residents and protect our health, safety, welfare, and the environment going forward. We ask 
that CCOB explain how the gaps between the OA and the CDP will be addressed, how CCOB 
intends to enforce the existing agreements and laws and, most importantly, how the current 
CDP meets CCOB’s stated mission and legal obligation to protect residents and the 
environment. 

Sincerely,

301 Broomfield Health and Safety First 
Adams County Communities for Drilling 
     Accountability Now 
Broomfield Active Moms Community 
Broomfield Clean Air and Water 
Broomfield Concerned: a Coalition of  
     Neighborhoods 

Front Range Residents for Environment, 
     Safety, and Health 
League of Oil and Gas Impacted Coloradans 
One Broomfield Indivisible 
Wildgrass Oil and Gas Committee 
Anthem Ranch Oil and Gas Education Group



 

 

 
 
 


