
Broomfield City Council and Staff 
City and County of Broomfield 
One Descombes Drive 
Broomfield, CO 80023 
 
November 13, 2018 
 

Dear Council Members and Staff: 

As Broomfield moves forward, we continue to be aware of concerns and needs regarding health and 
safety in our region. We are highlighting the following items as a way to alert you to our concerns 
and to continue our communication with you. We understand that you might feel like you are under 
a  lot of scrutiny and pressure. However, we need for you to take a strong stance as the state does 
not prioritize investigating and addressing matters. We trust that you will take citizen complaints 
seriously and delve deeply to learn about and address the very real, and also potential, problems 
with oil and gas development in Broomfield.  

● Rocky Flats:  
○ We are concerned about operator applications for permits to access minerals in the 

Rocky Flats area, which is relatively near to our Flatirons and Interlocken 
development. Although some of the area has been opened to hiking and biking, the 
precautionary principle should be applied rigorously as there is still legitimate 
concern about safety because of radioactive materials in the area. 

○ We encourage you to protest these applications and to coordinate efforts with 
Superior and other nearby counties and municipalities. 

 

● Broomfield Public Health Emergency Operations Plan: 
○ Although there is mention of hazardous materials, environmental health hazards, 

and natural disasters, there is no specific mention of hazards and potential 
emergencies related to oil and gas development or cross-references to other CCOB 
plans and procedures that address those. 

○ In the interest of planning, preparation, and coordination, we are advocating for 
mention of oil and gas issues and cross-references to other plans so that CCOB has a 
well-coordinated and integrated approach to all community health problems and 
emergencies.  

 

● Complaint Process: 
○ We assume that you are still in the process of developing protocols for responding 

to citizen concerns. We have consistently requested a clear and accessible complaint 
process. The experience of the residents trying to notify the City of the November 6, 
2018 noxious odors shows that this plan is not yet fully in place. As we have 
discussed at Council Meetings and with Staff, complaints such as these need an 
immediate response since odors and other releases dissipate in a short period of 



time.  Citizens expect that their complaints will also be taken seriously by Council 
Members. We want CCOB to respect the fact that citizens need to protect their 
health and safety by reporting health impacts without having all the scientific facts 
lined up to prove causation.  

○ It is important to maintain a record of complaints and responses in a consistent 
format that is more easily quantified and searchable to assess repetitive issues and 
trends and to establish historical data. 

○  The City’s response to the noxious odor complaint on November 6 was recently 
updated to include the CAMML report that there was H2S present, albeit at a low 
level. We still do not know the origin of the H2S and what levels were present. Some 
parents indicated that the odor was strong and that their eyes were irritated.  We 
need the City and NMFRD to fully address the concerns of the residents and not 
readily dismiss the complaints like the state so often does. 

○ As you know, H2S is very toxic. Reported symptoms were consistent with OSHA’s 
description of the health effects of H2S:. 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/hydrogen_sulfide.html): 

■ Low concentrations – irritation of eyes, nose, throat, or respiratory system; 
effects can be delayed. 

■ Moderate concentrations – more severe eye and respiratory effects, 
headache, dizziness, nausea, coughing, vomiting and difficulty breathing. 

■ High concentrations – shock, convulsions, unable to breathe, coma, death; 
effects can be extremely rapid (within a few breaths). 

○ We request that you thoroughly investigate complaints  and continue to make 
results public. Your citizens can be helpful watchdogs in overseeing a very complex 
and potentially dangerous industrial operation. It took an investigative reporter to 
get more details about the Windsor explosion and we need the City and State to do 
that kind of investigative work so that problems are addressed and prevented. 

 

● Noble Energy - Weld County Fire: 
○ We continue to seek information from you about this fire, which occurred during 

well completions, as it involved Liberty Oilfield Services. This is the same company 
slated to do well completions on Extraction’s Broomfield pads. We rely on you to 
push the state and Extraction for air emission data, root cause analysis, and 
corrective actions. Will you insist that before such work is done in Broomfield, we 
have these answers so that we are protected from having a similar incident? 

○ Additionally, the evacuation radius of the Noble fire was one mile! This is an 
indication that CCOB and NMFRD must be fully prepared for such a large impacted 
area -  including evacuation routes, school evacuation plans, temporary shelters, 
medical response, etc. 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/hydrogen_sulfide.html


 

● Erie Acme Pad: 
○ We request that CCOB file a protest against any permits filed by Crestone for the 

Acme Pad in the Town of Erie - just north of Anthem Ranch. Please provide an 
update on the status of plans regarding CCOB’s actions. 

○ Has the Town of Erie reached out to Broomfield staff for help in prioritizing the 
health and safety of residents in their dealings with Crestone? 

 

● Lawsuit - WildEarth Guardians and Residents Rights: 
○ Although the 301 Health and Safety First group did not join this lawsuit as a party, 

we represent a wide range and number of citizens who have been involved in 
changing the dynamics to protect neighborhood health and safety. We understand 
that the complaints vs. CCOB and the City Manager are for certain lapses in 
implementing 301 and the Operator Agreement, including procedural and 
substantive issues. We expect that many citizens would negatively perceive a 
motion by CCOB to dismiss the lawsuit. Ideally, CCOB will allow this lawsuit to 
proceed in court to generate further transparency, rather than filing a motion to 
dismiss before the suit can be heard.  

 

● Adams 12 School Board - Mineral Lease for Coyote Ridge Elementary 
○ As this mineral lease pertains to the Lowell South Spacing Unit of the Livingston 

Pad, we hope that you will advocate for more awareness of options and not subtly 
encourage leasing of these mineral rights. The Wildgrass Oil and Gas Committee v. 
COGCC lawsuit outlines the reasons to advocate for awareness and action. 

 

Sincerely,  

301 Health and Safety First 

Laurie Anderson and Neil Allaire, Co-Chairs 


