
 
 

July 15, 2019 
Dear Council and Staff: 

 
Given Charter Amendment 301 to the City and County of Broomfield (CCOB), and the expanded 
powers and authority granted to local governments under Colorado Senate Bill 19-181 (SB 181), 
CCOB is required by its Charter, and enabled by SB-181, to update the municipal code to provide 
the strongest of protections for health, safety, welfare, the environment, and wildlife resources.  

 
Broomfield voters have shown overwhelming support of very stringent oil and gas rules by voting to 
put Amendment 301’s “no adverse impacts” requirement into the City Charter and also voting for 
State Proposition 112’s 2,500’ setback. As oil and gas development enters our neighborhoods, the 
Broomfield community has clearly instructed, and legally directed via 301, CCOB to do all within its 
powers to protect us. The inexcusable problems, along with health and safety impacts, related to  
Extraction’s work on Interchange, and now at Livingston, clearly show the importance of extremely 
strong regulations and enforcement in Broomfield. 

 
While we understand that the recommendations Staff included with the July 16, 2019 Study Session 
summary are meant to be a starting point, they fall woefully short of what the city is required to do. 
The State Senate record states that the intent of Senate Bill -181 includes: 

1. Health and safety now preempt the profitability of the oil and gas industry. 
2. Local governments have the authority to be more protective than the state including the use of 

the precautionary principle to determine if a regulation or land use decision is necessary and 
reasonable. 

SB-181 also adds: 

3. Operators can no longer force pool without 45% of ownership consenting. 
4. Waste is redefined to exclude resources left in the ground to protect against lawsuits from 
mineral owners and operators. 

Given the charge of 301 and the opportunity of SB 181, it is imperative that the city provide ample 
opportunity for input and discussion with the community and that the longer time frame (Option B) 
be adopted for updating the code. This requires that the oil and gas moratorium be extended until 
March of 2020 to preclude any new permits going forward before the regulations, zoning, etc are 
updated.  

 
We were told by the city that the input Broomfield Health and Safety First provided to Staff during 
last year’s update was valuable both to the City and the community. We ask to be included again as 
the City moves the regulations forward in protecting health, safety and our environment under 
Senate Bill 19-181. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Broomfield Health and Safety First 

 
Neil Allaire and Laurie Anderson, Co-Chairs  


