
Email to Jennifer Hoffman CCOB 2019.07.02 

Dear Jennifer, 
 

Thank you for requesting a list of complaints about the Extraction project. Members of 
Broomfield Health and Safety First have compiled a partial list of resident complaints. 
This is not all inclusive and does not necessarily include all of the complaints filed. 
Many residents are disappointed in the city's enforcement of the OA CDP, etc so we 
truly appreciate your focusing on that.  
 
Schedule: 

 The schedule has changed multiple times over the course of the 84 well project 
 With each iteration more phases are overlapping which results in a higher 

cumulative impact of incidents such as traffic accidents: 
o DNV-GL hazardous risk scenarios is per site per phase. The initial HAZID 

indicated 5 occurrences of this serious hazardous risk scenario. However, 
with multiple phases at multiple sites now overlapping in late 2019 and 
early 2020, the risk of traffic is even higher. 

Minerals/Leases: 

 Extraction violated the Operator Agreement when it listed Broomfield as an 
unleased mineral owner for 3 Interchange B wells and allowed  the COGCC to 
place the docket item on the COGCC June 18 Consent Agenda. The Operator 
Agreement clearly includes a CCOB signed lease with Extraction. It was only a 
last hour Extraction resubmission to the COGCC prompted by a Broomfield 
resident that prevented CCOB from being force pooled. 

 Extraction is proceeding with fracking on Interchange B when Docket Number 
190400292 for forced pooling of the Interchange Huron South spacing unit is still 
under protest by mineral owners at the COGCC.  The COGCC has stated that 
Extraction would be subject to civil lawsuits if they go forward with fracking before 
securing all the mineral rights. CCOB should be warning Extraction not to go 
forward with fracking Interchange B with these possible civil claims in the future. 

Permits 
 Extraction should not be permitted to drill on Livingston until Extraction has all 19 well 

permits with BMPs approved by the COGCC and has secured all of the mineral rights. 

 

Traffic/Road: 

 Road Heave (XOG was boring under Sheridan Pkwy when the road heaved) 
 Road Heave Repair (Required the closure of all west bound lanes on Sheridan 

for two weeks) 
 Haul Road was constructed across the Nordstrom/Davis Open Space - along 

AdCo backyards 



 Heavy truck traffic increase on Broomfield Boulevards increases risk of heavy 
truck/car accident 

 Traffic violations reported to the complaint line to date include: Illegal left turns; 
Left turn from right turn lane; Heavy trucks stopped on Sheridan Blvd blocking 
right lane; Trucks crossing Huron on haul road with heavy traffic; Workover rig 
violated GVWR on AdCo road without permit. 

Broomfield Open Space/Open Lands: 

 Broomfield Open Space and Open Lands are taxpayer funded lands for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the residents. The Livingston, Northwest, United, and 
Huron well pads, as well as the pipeline and haul roads have destroyed 
Broomfield Open Space and Open Lands. 

 Extraction bulldozed Burroughing Owl at the Interchange site. 

Air Quality/Odor: 

 Drilling Related Odor 
o XOG is using Gibson D822 - contains known carcinogens 
o Odor suspected to be related to pulling pipe and hauling drill cuttings 
o COGCC Inspector did confirm odor and traced back to Interchange Site 
o Odor has been reported by many residents on multiple occasions 

including difficulty breathing, nose bleeds, etc 
o XOG plan to remove odor includes use of Ecosorb and Additional Chiller 

which may remove the odor, but not the carcinogens 
o Although odor is considered a nuisance, any carcinogen or pollutant that 

is part of the odor is actually a health concern. Reports of nose bleeds, 
burning throats, difficulty breathing and more should be considered a 
health hazard - not just an odor complaint. 

 Air Quality Monitoring (Real-time monitoring is only relative. Canister data is only 
shared quarterly) 

 XOG will not be filing for an APEN (although emission calculations were based 
on utilizing ECDs which is not appropriate method and calculations were right at 
the 2 tons/year limit) 

 Frac Pump Engines are exempt despite the high emission levels. Estimate by 
XOG for a 29 well site are: 

o NOx: 236.9 tons/year 
o CO: 271.1 tons/year 
o VOC: 212.2 tons/year 
o Benzene: 0.24 tons/year 
o Toluene: 0.086 tons/year 
o Xylenes: 0.059 tons/year 

Health Standards (enforceable limits) have not been established for many carcinogens 
Water Quality: 



 Livingston Site is adjacent and uphill from the approved Broomfield Drinking 
Water Reservoir. Instead of relocating the site, Broomfield Staff reduced the size 
of the approved reservoir and made plans to change the Siena Reservoir to a 
peaking reservoir 

 Siena Reservoir is an existing water reservoir just across Lowell Blvd from the 
Livingston Site 

Water Pipeline 

 Historic contamination at the Weber unit on the site owned and/or operated by 
Extraction resulted in delay in construction of its water holding tanks. 

 Extraction violated the Operator Agreement in trucking water to Interchange B 
during the drilling phase.  Extraction should not be permitted by CCOB to drill on 
Livingston until it can use lay flat pipes to transport the water on all phases (see 
OA Exhibit B BMP #3 p.24). 

Noise: 

 Noise (Pipe clanging at night disrupts sleep, but is not a violation. The COGCC 
asked XOG to be a good neighbor, but nothing they can do.) 

Risk Analysis: 

 XOG agreed to do a "Risk Analysis" as part of the final negotiations with 
Broomfield based on the Task Force recommendations. Despite this agreement, 
XOG did not do a "risk analysis". Instead the City hired DNV-GL to do a HAZID 
(hazard identification) which demonstrated 412 hazardous risk scenarios after 
mitigations. Despite ongoing risks, the 84 well development is moving forward. 

 
Health/Safety: 

 Safety Concerns near residential community include: fire, explosion, well 
blowout, traffic accidents, leaks, etc 

 Health Concerns include: Cardiovascular Effects; Respiratory Effects; 
Depression, Stress, Anxiety; Skin, genital, urinary effects; Neurodevelopmental 

 Small grass fire has already occurred. Although extinguished quickly by the 
operator, it is a reminder that accidents are common... 

Stress: 

 The CDPHE noted that this project in Broomfield is causing a high level of stress 
on the most impacted residents. This is a health issue. However, it is difficult to 
address this stress, without addressing the ongoing odor (including carcinogens), 
noise, traffic, and more... 

 Residents have legitimate concerns for the health and safety of their family. 

Environment 



 Residents have reported odd horse behavior; one chicken died unexpectedly. 

Complaint Process 

 Broomfield established a complaint process. 
 Despite legitimate complaints, Broomfield Staff has taken a dismissive stance.  
 Residents of Broomfield are frustrated by the lack of concern for the health and 

safety of impacted residents. 

XOG Must "Prove" Technology 

 The OA requires that XOG would drill 8 wells on Interchange before drilling wells 
on any other site; And complete 8 wells on Interchange before completing wells 
on any other site. This initial 8 well test did NOT prove that XOG was capable of 
drilling wells in close proximity to residents. Yet, Broomfield Staff ignores the 
valid concerns. 

Proposition 301 

 Broomfield residents passed Proposition 301 back in Nov 2017 to protect 
PHSWE. However, dangerous operations proceed in close proximity to residents 
in Broomfield. 

Economic Issues 
During the campaign for Proposition 301, residents of Broomfield were inundated with ads 
aimed and swaying voters to vote no on 301 with an emphasis on economic concerns. Voters 
chose overwhelmingly to prioritize health and safety over economic concerns. Broomfield could 
have bouth back minerals from Sovereign at $550,000. It has become evident to the City of 
Broomfield that we will likely lose more than this amount over the course of the project due to 
costs to the City over the course of the 84 well development.  
 

 
Thank you, 
Neil Allaire, BHSF Co-Chair 
 


