
 

December 20, 2019 

 

Mr. Jeff Robbins, Executive Director, Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 

1120 Lincoln Street, Suite 801, Denver, CO  80203 

 

RE: Request that Extraction’s hours of operations be limited to 7am-10pm and cease operations during 

the holiday week 

 

Dear Director Robbins, 

 

First, let me thank you for your level of responsiveness and communication over the last few weeks.  As 

we have discussed, Broomfield has received, and continues to receive, a significant number of 

concerning complaints about noise from Extraction’s completion activities at the Livingston site. 

Particularly troubling are residents’ complaints that continuous noise during the late evening and early 

morning hours is affecting their ability to sleep, which causes a number of health issues.  According to 

Broomfield’s sound monitoring, Extraction has exceeded the standards set forth in the Operator 

Agreement and in the COGCC regulations.  This causes us to ask, why does our community have to suffer 

before Extraction takes the necessary mitigation actions? 

 

The affected residents of our community are at the mercy of the COGCC, as the issuers of the permits 

for Extraction’s operations.  Broomfield has done everything that we could possibly do to protect our 

community and even after additional BMPs have been applied, those steps have not alleviated the 

health impacts to our residents.  

 

Broomfield notified Extraction of its breach regarding noise levels and Extraction has made some 

attempt to reduce the noise to acceptable levels in the community.  However, the noise continues and is 

adversely impacting many residents. COGCC now has the responsibility to address the impact of an 

industrial size and impact generating operation in a residential environment. The totality of impact is 

taking its toll on the overall health, safety and welfare of our residents.  In establishing regulatory 

standards, the varying topography in the area of the Livingston pad location was not taken into account, 

nor was the 24/7 operation.   Our community has invested over $4M in monitoring activities, not 

including staff time, and just approved another $3M for additional noise and air monitoring of oil and 

gas activities.  

 

We now turn to the COGCC to limit the hours of operations. COGCC Rule 802 sets residential noise 

maximums at 55 db(A) during the day and 50 db(A) at night. We also believe db(C) levels from the 

Livingston site may be part of the problem. Please help us by mandating that hours of operation be 

limited to the  hours of 6am-10pm. We also suggest that operations cease over the holiday week.  

 

 



 

In addition to, not in lieu of the restricted operational hours, we request that the COGCC review 

Extraction’s approved Form 2A for the Livingston site as it contains several best management practices 

related to noise mitigation, specifically BMP 24.  Broomfield would like assurance from COGCC that 

Extraction is in complete compliance with those permit conditions, and specifically:  

 

#24 Baseline noise monitoring will be conducted prior to commencement of pad construction. Additional 

sound mitigation measures will be considered and implemented pursuant to third party 

recommendations, prior to commencement of operations. All noise survey data will be made available to 

the COGCC inspector upon request. The Operator shall continuously monitor noise and continuously 

collect and store noise readings with instruments placed between the Oil and Gas Location and 

residential Building Units. The Operator shall conduct the monitoring and data collection during 

construction, drilling, and completions operations. This data shall be available to COGCC on tables or 

graphs within 48 hours of being requested by COGCC. The Operator shall conduct a 72 hour baseline 

noise survey from a minimum of three points prior to the commencement of construction.  

 

Has COGCC requested this information and has it been provided this information, if so, Broomfield 

would appreciate also receiving and reviewing the Operator’s logs. 

 

Pursuant to Rule 802, we are requesting that: 

●  COGCC investigate and measure noise while completion activities are being performed.  

● If Extraction is out of compliance with either Rule 802.b or the noise mitigation best 

management practices contained in the approved Form 2A, Broomfield expects COGCC to take 

appropriate action to ensure that all of Extraction’s operations throughout Broomfield are in full 

compliance with its permit and COGCC regulations. 

● Pursuant to Rule 802.d we also believe that db(C) sound is contributing to the problem and we 

are asking that the COGCC include an investigation of those sound levels as well.  

● We are also requesting that COGCC share the data and related information with Broomfield in 

an effort to better understand and resolve this ongoing problem.  

 

I will call you later today to follow up on this urgent appeal for relief.  

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

Jennifer Hoffman 

Broomfield City and County Manager  

 

cc: 

The Honorable Governor of Colorado, Jared Polis 

Broomfield Mayor and City Council 

Lisa Kaufmann, CO Governor Jared Polis, Chief of Staff 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, CDPHE Executive Director 

Representative Matt Gray, Colorado House of Representatives 

Eric Crist, Extraction General Counsel 
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